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NEW YORK, April 23 2019 — The Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) and the Institute of International
Education (lIE), in collaboration with the Fulbright Foundation in Greece, invite Greek scholars to apply for
the Greek Diaspora Fellowship Program (GDFP). Selected fellows will have the opportunity to conduct
research, mentor undergraduate and graduate students in research, and design new curricula, furthering
collaborative academic exchange among Greek scholars worldwide. The program is exclusively supported by
the SNF.

Greece experienced a wave of emigration in the wake of the global economic crisis of 2008, primarily among
highly educated young people seeking to escape high youth unemployment levels. In the first years of this
crisis, the youth unemployment rate was above 50 percent, and only fell below 40 percent as late as June
2018, according to the Greek Statistics Authority ELSTAT.

“One of Greece’s greatest assets is the extraordinary pool of talent, knowledge, and experience held by
Greeks of the diaspora. Academic institutions in North America, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa
host a considerable number of Greek scholars, excelling in all fields, who want to contribute to education
and research in their country of origin,” said SNF Co-President Andreas Dracopoulos. “At a time when
resources at Greek institutions are scarce, the GDFP formally and more fully activates unofficial lines of
collaboration with Greece that have always existed. It encourages a flow of top scholars into Greece to teach
and work with students, conduct research, and develop programming, resulting, rather than in brain drain, in
global intellectual circulation.”

Research collaborations conducted by GDFP hosts and alumni have resulted in academic journal articles,
conference presentations, seminars, and workshops. Project topics ranged from developing computational
tools for surgical planning to examining the social networks of Jewish Holocaust survivors. After the end of
the fellowship terms, many alumni have continued to work with the institutions and scholars who hosted
them in Greece. Nearly 90 percent of all fellows are continuing to collaborate on research projects with their
counterparts at host institutions.

“While for most of these Greek-born scholars, myself included, moving back to Greece permanently may not
be feasible, the opportunity to mentor graduate students, collaborate with research faculty, and create
institutional partnerships that enable the bilateral mobility of students and faculty, is unparalleled,” said
GDFP alumnus Dr. Constantinos K. Coursaris, professor at Michigan State University. “In essence, this
program is unique in that its very mission is like dropping a pebble into a calm pond and causing ripples that
continue to expand.”

Aimed at strengthening connections among Greek academics and institutions globally, the GDFP has shown
itself to strengthen research capacity at host institutions and build the professional networks of fellowship
participants. In the first two selection cycles, the GDFP supported 49 fellowships, creating collaborative,
mutually productive engagements between and Greek and North American academics and universities. In
the new selection cycle, the program will continue its work with North American institutions, but will now
also be open to Greek scholars living in Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, broadening its global
reach.

For additional eligibility requirements, visit the How to Apply section on the GDFP website.

GDFP alumni from the first two selection cycles said that their GDFP experience stimulated new ideas for
research, according to the 2017 IIE GDFP final evaluation report. The majority of alumni reported that they
derived great personal value from the program by learning new ways to approach their research and
develop curricula relevant to the Greek higher education system.



http://www.iie.org/greekdiaspora
https://www.iie.org/Programs/Greek-Diaspora-Fellowship-Program/How-to-Apply/For-Greek-Diaspora-Scholars
https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Publications/Greek-Diaspora-Fellowship-Program

Applications from interested scholars and prospective host institutions will be accepted until July 31, 2019.
Another application cycle will follow from August 15, 2019 to January 12, 2020. The Stavros Niarchos
Foundation is not involved in the review of applications or selection of participants in any way.

More Information

About Stavros Niarchos Foundation

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) is one of the world’s leading private, international philanthropic
organizations, making grants to non-profit organizations in the areas of arts and culture, education, health
and sports and social welfare. Since 1996, the Foundation has committed more than $2.8 billion, through
more than 4,400 grants to non-profit organizations in 124 nations around the world.

The SNF funds organizations and projects worldwide that aim to achieve a broad, lasting and positive impact
for society at large and exhibit strong leadership and sound management. The Foundation also supports
projects that facilitate the formation of public-private partnerships as an effective means for serving public
welfare.

About IIE

The Institute of International Education (lIE) is a world leader in international education, creating more
peaceful and equitable societies by advancing scholarship, building economies, and promoting access to
opportunity. As a not-for-profit organization with 18 offices and affiliates worldwide, IIE collaborates with a
range of corporate, government, and foundation partners across the globe to design and manage
scholarship, study abroad, workforce training, and leadership development programs. To learn more, visit
www.iie.org.

About Fulbright Foundation in Greece

The Fulbright Program is the largest educational exchange scholarship program in the world operating in
more than 160 countries. The Fulbright Foundation in Greece was established in 1948 through a binational
treaty between the United States and Greece. It is a non-profit, non-political, autonomous educational
organization which awards grants to both Greek and U.S. citizens in almost every field and discipline. Since
1948, the Foundation has offered free advising services for studies in the U.S. to thousands of individuals and
has awarded grants to more than 5,500 Greek and U.S. citizens. The grants are in the form of financial
stipends, which allow students, scholars, teachers and artists to study, lecture, or conduct independent
research in the U.S. and Greece. Grantees are selected on the basis of their academic excellence, educational
and professional achievement, civic engagement and leadership potential. Fulbright alumni include Nobel

and Pulitzer Prize winners, prime ministers, heads of state, professors, scientists, ambassadors, artists,
Supreme Court Justices and company presidents. The Foundation through its Fulbright Educational Advising
Center offers free, accurate, comprehensive, and current information about accredited colleges and
universities in the U.S. 2018 marked the 70th anniversary of the establishment of the Fulbright Foundation—
seven decades of uninterrupted presence in Greece. For more information visit www.fulbright.gr.
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